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Has any ooe ever met, In real life, the weman who screams and jomps on a
chatr at the sight of a mouse? I have never henrd of her out of the servinis’ hall,
where ladies’ maids appear to carry on the traditions of sensibility kept up by
thelr betters two or three generations slnce, when perves, swaonlngs aud burng
feathers played a prominent part in the lives of fasblopable women.

A lttle mouse has nothing terrible sbout it, vermln though It be in strict
classification. Now, If It had been a rat! Or a bluck bestle! A large, long-lezged,
rattling cockroach! Troly, these are awesome Hilogs, and even the strongest
minded of women hata the sight of them. Very few women, I take It, are afrald
of mice.

But though we can wateh with Interest and amusement and r gort of kindly t
fecling the actions of & mopse, we are sad cowards &ll the same. Somp of us are T
phrsically cowardly, though by no meansz all; but veryg few of us are morally
brave. 1 heard a sermon not long ngo on meral cowardice ns shown in the home,
Apd who shall deny that IL ix vers, very difffcult to obey the wld dlctuwm, “‘Fals ik
e que dols, advlenne que pourrn.” and 1o denl falthfnlly with members of Lhe
home eircle, from paterfamilins hims=elf down to the little mpld in the basement
tersitory?

The fact s, we are cowards all, In face of any dutr that threatens to affect
the sunshiny atmosphere of home. We dread the clouds with a mortel fear, and
are prone to sacrifice far more thon we ought on the sltar of peace and love, They
are good and beautiful things, but they may be too denrly bought. Aud. above all,
we must beware of Induiging ourseives In them to the detrlment of the lest lo-
terests of others.

The Woman Who Lives for Dress.

Ninety ont of every hundred women bury thelr minds allve. They 40 not Hve,
they merely exist. After girlhood, with its fun sud laughter and Hghtbhenrtedness,
they sottls down into a sort of mental apathy. and eailsfy themselves, na best
they can, with superficialities—dress. for instange. ‘There are thousunds of
women who live for dress. Without it the world for them would be an empty,
burren pliee,

Dress fills thelr thoughts,' 1s dearsr to them than thelr chlldren; res, even
dearer thap their pet doga! What could heaven ltself offer to such a woman?
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" doughler is the unssiflah, detive, lotelligent eod good-temorered girl who thinks

- ang home happler for ber brotlors.

Anpther gicl pletores herself a hewlne of pelf-devlal. giving up “ull"" for some
one;, while she ¢ too Inzy to mn- npstales to feteh hoe mother's gloves. Sbe s not
“ralthfu) Iy small things)’ though xhe fly Intends do, exerl in grenr.  The fdenl

out” what she ran do to Lkelp her miotler, to moke e plensanior for hee fathoer,

Many. giele think gelfeuliure the first and gréotest duly of sl but In thlaking
80, and in acting on the though), 1hey turn theic bevke upon -real selfcultpre. Do-
tor somothing . for others, whow we would rathen be dplng sompihing fer anr
selves, goos further toward self-cultues, in its bighost wd bost emge, thao rending
the clarerest ook ever written, or practizing the most diffleuln wusie.

The Qut-of.Date Ghaperon.

The old. straltilaced ldems about chaperons are pow Aecidedly bohind the
times, angd the pabenis apd guardlans who try 10 malntalo them In all thelr rigid
Integrity will anly figd vhat the too-tightlydrawn bew will soon soap. ¥ar
better to accept chamges 2s ther come, taklng ihe wide, eslapged view, nnd
allowing the young ereatures as much freedomn of actlon as may Ge eonslateny with
the social laws.

The old parallel of the hen.mother and the young ducks wopld come in most
usefully here; were It not o backuered. Buot think yhnt srd deprivatinns of the
fole de vivre ths ducks would bave sufferod bad 1t been in the power of the hen
to enforce her objectlons,
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Da naot for a moment Imagine that the demestic girl cannot be simart. She can
turn herself out nE bewltelilngly a% snyhody, and the spwe ¢leverneas thut goes
into her deliclons entrees, cepltal sauces, and truly lovely afternoon tea cakes oot
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ing of the highest hopptoose—viz., lUving wpward and outward to the wiole helght
and breadih sod depth of ber fnnpte possibilities,

Thz
Plessures of
Woman's
Middlz dgs.

I'e some lives middle age Is for happler than yotuth, with Its tumults, 1ts rest-
lessiess, 1fs perpeiuzl effervescence, [if endless emotions. Youth Jaoked haok
ypon from the vantege ground of middle age Is 85 a malwar Journey comparsd
with n Summer dag's boating on a broad, calm river.
There wns more excitement and enjoyment atfached to the mllway Jonrmer.
but tihe serene und peaceful gulet of the present drifting and the gentle rowing
are by no mbane to be desplsed. i
When gouth first departs & polgnant regret Is felt. Bo mueh that is delightful
goes with it, especially for a womsn. Abqut thirty years of age, au uninarried
woman feels thint she has outlived ber social ralson d'etre, and the feeling Iz o
bitter one, Lringing with It almost a sense of shame, even gujlt,
But ten years later this, In turn, has pagsed, and a fresh phase of experlence
i= entered an,  Oze hos hecome hardened to the gradunl. wantog of youth and tho
lepe of whntever meed of pttrunetivencse may have accompanled it. New Intercsts
sprivg up, espechyl 3 for the maeried woman, with home and busband and children.
Youth is delightfol, glorlous, o splepdld gifr from the gods, but balf rezlized
whtle we have It, only gully appreciated when it 1s gone forever. Buot let no young
aréature bnagine that all |& gone whew youth s gone! Sonsets have charms as
well as gunriee, and tncompamble as Is “the wild freshness of morolng.” there is
often @ beautiful Hght ln the late afternocn; The storm and streas ere past, and
the levels are reached, after the long climb to the vplands.
We still feel the brulses we sustained In the leng sscent, but the acthrity of
paln bes passed, anidl we have lenrned the lesson of patlence, and Knos by ofir
owl experience whai youth can never be tnduced to belleve—that time leals every-
1 thing. We can cull the Larvest of @ quier eye, and our heams are nt lelsnre frobn
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“F@ord foWomen,” by “Tadge,” Englan.'s Foremost Futhority on Efiquelte.
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1:: a + sionary among the henthen, to write books with grent thoughts in them, 1o dp mending fer clothes, concocting & new hat, and so forth,™
8 3 noble deeds of tremendous self:sactificc. fo take up some grest life work. It is a Lenlthy, happy, often & merry, cheery life, nnd if the glrl hachelor often Ii
::t <+ She looks so far ofield that she contol see the livtle dueties lying to ber band, sighs to De rich, the wish ls not allowed to generate discontent, but serves to ok
t in the performarce of which Jea Ler best tralning for great snd worlhy deeds. nrn\_.so n whelosome ambition, which may lead, In tlme, to the realigotion of the <4
+ Many a glel dreams ¢of such an ldeal ks Florence Nightingale, and pevertheloss wizh, ﬁ
‘& slrleks and rins out of the rodom when her Mitle brotlwr etz his Land with {le And wlm an hnppy, tien, a8 the matured and cultured woman who venps where
1 enrving knife, What g scirsd, helpiess ¢rodtlure she woukl be In a Bospitall she has sowa, and tads In the fullesy development of her faoulties the regl mean. <+

+
+
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8he would be miserable where there were no shops, no chifeds. The shinlng carns itself with the ripples of her colffure, the correct tilt uf Wer hat, sud the 3 themselves.
ralment of the spiritunl waorld wonld uot attract her, for she conld not differentinte defr fall of her skirl. + Cheerfulness, and even brightaces, replace the wild spirits of sirlhood, and our
ler own from that of others A The domestic girl nead be neither pinin nor dowdy. Plenty of exerclse and the + Interesis, ones hoond within the nareew channel of o girl's hopes and wishes, and
And when beauty goes; and the prime. of life with Its capacliy for enjoyment 7 focling that she 1s of use in (he world brighten ber eves, keep ben complexion : then broadening only sufficiently to tnke in the nren of home. are now dlspersed
is lopg over, what remalns to her?! Nothing but deadly dulness, the miserable ¢lear, nod give her that alr of llghthenrtedness thai should, but does not nlways, I o fnp wider Hfe, Phllonthropy fipds thousands of retrults gmong middle-aged
upathy that seizes on the mind uneglectod chinraeterlze n girl, How middle-nged Is the expression thit some of them wear! i womell, nod many of sibh beglnuces tide to tlie rank of generals nnd commander-
£ Both boys and glrls in thelr edrly tweunties have oeeaglonslly this eldarly Took. : Ls-chilel, <
Of cofirse, there 15 always the extreme domestle gird, who has not o #oul above &
puddings, whose fingéry show geperslly # tvoce af flour, and whonse favorite light 4 ity VA
“E"’m rending 15 reclpes. She ls wall appreeinted at menl times, that glel, Lot she (s not
’ the liveliest of eompanions. Eike the German g, who l= traloed 1o honsswifery ']]'hmm
¢ 553@ and Ittle else from her earvidest years, she bhas a dongh-ike heaviness abont her :t =d1 i
..‘_, 4 when othier toples are started. Then therry 18, of cpurse, the girl ot the other enid - wmys E@F Z
ol of the menle.
ﬂlu‘ U'WM’EH The 1deal domestic girl Is gls who combloes with Bigh culturs a loye of the I 1 M
R 4 domestic and a dosire to plagss. Thie last should nde be so excessive as to de- T Omen ﬁli
SNEB'E@D ; geperate into vanlir and roncelt, but shonld pe sufliclently powerfnl to fnduce |ts z
poesessor to fress atteactively, geep her pretty balr ot jia gloselest, and be as G:}]fr@ﬁ @ndu
Ly smart and nenr and upto-date in all mnitérs pertalning to the tellet as any of her
lesis waeful sisters. besldes coltivatlpg these soclal grages thet do so much to% 243 g
brighten Ilfe and sweeten it by maoking smooth the rough wars and readering ¢

~The lesson.of gniet composure has to be learned soon or lite, and It Is gen.
erally soon In the bigher classes of goclety. In fact, the guallty of reticence. and
even stoleism, I8 so early Implanted In the doughters of the cultivated classes that
& ratker trying monotony is someiimes the resolt. Afier a while the girls autgrow
it. learning how fo exercise the acqulred. habit of seif-control wltlmnt luﬂng the
charm of individuplity.

When maturity ls reached, one of the most mseful and dzlightfnl of gocial
quullties s sometimes atrgiued—not alwags—that of sllently passing over mueh
that, If notleed, wounld make far discord. Truth to tell, there Is offen far too
meh talklng golng on. '
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Sometimes a whole “enowball” of seandal is collected by some one sisriing
the meres{ flake, so to speak. "I wonder If Mra. Such-an-one is all right,”" is qnite
enongh to set the matter going. The person to whom thls remark has been made
says to soms one else, “Ledy Blank thinks Mrs, Such-an-ome ls o bad lot,” and
still more color ia glven to the next remark. so that the simile of the snowball
justifies itself. Is mot this n case wher sllence proves itself to be golden Indeed?
And not only Io the Interests of cherity Is this so, but sometimes for’ reasons of
purs paolicy ns well
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And is not silence golden In the home? Tf there i3 even one member whao Is
kindly charitoble, and who makes allowancea for sma!l fallings, looking for the
good n everybody and taking n lenient view of other people's shorfcomings, the
effect |8 surprizing. The little leaven leaveneth the whole lnmp ln time, and the
“'soft answes” becomes the fushlon of the household.

A perfectly frightful amount of talking goes on In some funnles. Ench mem-
ber is picked to pleces, aa it were; motives found for ker conduct that would aston-
{sh her indeed if she heard them attributed to her, snd her kindes* ar? ¢ dig
Interested actions are distorted to sult the narrow minde o~ “hose
whe are discussing her. Incapeple of magnanimit>
late Rindbetrtedness and sigle-mindedy-o °
thelp own pets =% 10 -7 the pes
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* man. Hear whot & contempararsy hos to suy:

home Intercourse s ggreenbie And plessunt ws Tt shonld be. There are girls who
keep all their prettioess for (he outside wirldy gnd ave apgthiog but atirieuve
withln the home, They are by oo mezns the Ideal givls,

L

The gir] bachelor Is oftsn a comfortable creature. She can make n home ont
of the most urnpromising materials. A dreary li¢tle flat, comsistlig of thres tiny
rooms, with a hall, bave been known to be metamorphosed Inta a most Invitlng
little nest by the exercise of taste and skill, and at = minbihinm of o=,

Two rooms on the sscond floor of, & Anll “fonse In a blesk street have aften
been transformed by the same mains into a cheery dwelllng place. Much merty
mntﬂv&ng goes to this result amd earves to make. lke guotations and patehwork,

oup poverty onr pride.” and, Sndead, there Is & keen pleasure fn the cutting of onre
cont nernrling te Ant elot¥; In meking ends meet with fust o little pnlling, snd in
h{lm WaYE nhd menns of ndjusting our expenditure to the very limited contants
ot our exchequer.
- - - - - - - - - - - [ ] [ ] [ ]

In many esfenflnls the girl bachelor has the advantage of the ordinary yonung

“The avefage youth: from the fime
lie lesves school, wants nniimited tobacoco for his plpes sud cignrettes, nnd often

- popE to severnl clgars a day: he seldom posses many bours without s glass of some-
‘thing—wine, spirits or beor, nceording to hig testes or compnny, and hoe wants o °
. good denl of minusement of the slig song or cheap musie Lall kind, to suy nothing

of much more expenslve tieuls,

“THe girl hus notie of thése exprnses: shp often economlzds, and gives herseld
‘exorclse by wa!l.lng at jeast part of the way to her cecupntion In fine
er, she does nol smoke; she ravely eais or drink® between meals. though she

* may pibble a bif of chocolate. whicli after all, ls wholesomie food; her midduy

ml.l seldom costs more than sixpanee, nnd she i3 glud sfter working honrs to ;;ut

: hm wliere sht.- enjoys the weleoue ebsnge of reading a book and malking nnd
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1 There are thres ways af growim, old. In two of them there los & possibility
of beuefiting by the New Year's pifts of the old nian with the serthe.

Thy best way 18 to face th!nga and deliberttely nocept the situntion, stepping
out Yelskiy to ollmb thut steep bit of WY and enter the shadows that le beyond
the erest. It Is @ zood tlme to be eptimistie.

But there Is o way of tpo freely submitting to grow old. A friend of mige some
times says, “I{ yon will instst op waking yourself into a door maet you need not
feel surprised i peopls wipe thelr beots on you.'' Quite so. Well, If we women
Ale down nnd regard friepdly old Time as nn inimical Juggemaut there is nothing

and Mlng opr: -hnihundn with the consternation that s Insepurabie imm This -
elderly king of footgeir and fnlse fronts ;

think we shoulil be fold that we “drreés too young,” or that the foshlen of our
colffura s Inapproprinte to advanelng yenrs. Far hetter fs it to dress too young
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to date ourselves in any conspicucus woy.

The third wsy of growlng ald is to attempt te defy w him a an

spemy to be thwarted, and endenvor to hide his detested ravages .:Tc

array of cosmetics, dyes and other applicnces.. It 15 a despleable slily war.
but one cannot refuse a meed of compassion to those who pracilss if. They are
aenepally women who bave beon heaatiful, and It Is so hard to let beauty go with-
ontin mitempt fo detain her, It Is o great gift, and to lose it Is. to. those wwho
have possy@ed it, o terrible thing.

Bat time gres us all something Io return; a growing “ugm which brings
sweelness sud genteness [y e tralu: a wider outlook on the world dAad a deeper
- lnsl;ﬁx into the hearts ol frie=dds; n tender sympathy with those who mﬂu', and ®
fruer pense of comradeship with vir fellow-traveliers on el road. |

And all these things write thepselves clearly euough on tha agemg fnces,
somethnes beautifying whot once was Uriost destitute of charm and somefimmos
x aplrgtn.:llxlng what ppce waa beaptiful in form melor. ‘ut lacked the tovminm
that resvits from an equal balance of mind and heart e

The Cheztful, Light~Hearted Womuis.
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meet their lords and mastera with chearful faces: and there 1§ very ltliE doubt

to be felt as to the valne of the mcquirement—for cheerliiness often b b 1
quired and cnltiveted lik€ eny other marketable acconiplishment. ixdinhs s

24 Well, 'lis our duty te be cheerful, and thise of us that are lighthenrted have

t no difffeyity about it: The quullty sorvives rroubles of every sort, and iifts (s

possessor over mauy & Slough of Despond, Into wiilch the. heavy-heanted wonld .

sink dud be overwhelined. And what e boon s l!;hthennadum when thete Iy
+ work: to dol ] |

We need not top lterally ticeept the warnings nf dldinterested frlendl. who -

i
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I' to privent vs from glnking foto drmrf‘dd‘wuineu. from wearlng-pewgella aboch,
> than too old; 16 keep our hesds in consonance with the colffures of thl day than
4
%
-
+
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Men are always telling women thit it is the duty of the less.hurdenaly ¥L0 -
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noge fictlon le this:

tant past, but the

“of time,

That It 15 comparative

grent numbers,

and persplenous a8 Macadlay, slmple as rebels.

Joby' Butiyin,

 NOVELS BY CHINESE NOVELISTS.

&llke to the dnknown.
One eapecially Interestitig fact abcmt Ohl-

:!oms disorders break ottt at cr.mrt and
. Loy omens presnge dlstress,
As Shakespeare borrowed facts form Hol posses to the peighborbood of Pling Yuen,
ngshead, Ao this author Is indebted to an iy Shantung, where three mysterioups broihs
iz modwrn, having been written durlng the o VoY, A0ll Work by Ch'en Heou. For ars, possessors of magie bowers. avpear nt
gt thiree dynastiss. The weenis relnted in “mnu;.- ty, force and furtility of lmaglua- the hend of the rebel bordes, gathering i
the sspid-hlstorle novels belong to the dise il Teamad luC S0y Brgaine

The seena

- ‘Fae monaren 18 fooble, Lis!
writers -are late. The 'VAie lta dictlon Is charped with the rleb- empire iy miled by sunuchs, but speeding

great masterplece—'San EKuo Tan” (Hls- o0 metephor, It Is choseu with grent sun- through the kingdom are sequisitions for
tory of the Three Kingdoms)—was weitten PHOW: The author 1§ a welter brillaut yolunteers to - opnose the “Yellow Cap"”

The spirit of Iowal ed
Tho story opens with the tn!l of the Han now th?’hemrs ﬂf,;.h:rﬂ:;rg‘?";;:ellf:ug E;:-1.13
dynasty. At the apcession of the Emperar mortdl bothers, pppear on the scene,  Lin

Pal 15 of royal Uneage, but poor and un-
kEnown. He is pwenty-elght years of age

# #8 ke mlonds sighfng before tae placsrd,
: summonln loynl subjects to battle, aud
:mg 'y ahn.?t greeilng fails on lds

I‘f» li,r I big Yellpw 1ke wou will nobk:
. : hla comntry, why do you slgh =0

Ilye* Thiy go to an lhd, yud" \rhm- nel
wine Kuop Yuln Chlang sutérs whesls
;iu bnrmw ’!y agiee 1o dek igllin up-

i'ol !s u Pul»-r I qmes and pintree
nrl" minte, Koan Viin Oh'abg o refogec.
Ch'ang Fal a seller of wine aud o huieher
of pigs. 'Ihe fuomong Covennnt of the Peach
~Grodnrd {5 coneeivoll i Ge bapplest spivic
of romince und forms one of (he mokt
strikipg of fhe miny eplsodes of the. I'.w ll-'

Here s the dwr!fldrm uf ove of
hopoes of Chins: 8 ug nj. ge‘t in
Meiglit nod his beard w
e fare \ulll ke n luav uhd'hlu ips
B8 rouge. AV aved Hits l{M.' :‘ﬂl.pmll!nix #ad
hrows where gtk swaims, ulil:‘ul. nmlu. n!im
(31U lnt‘u e s enlﬂl g
“‘%‘l ““‘.‘,"a" m{gm. hru: fovenpit:

Wiy Al I nnnte
) : 'ﬂt o
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Ma« dHtEN, THE PDWEF!FUL NOBLE-
MAN.

: f}lﬁg;c whtm my hadr mu-t be 1;1:!
o
Il‘ilathuﬁlld Hawers for pl!j. men wontd TIAQ €HAN, THE BEAUTI’FUL SLAVE

e : ..'51 1'-Fr > w 0 s0GTR: GIRL, WHO PLAYED A i ary tdse topo i L".
S .'.*m ih& mourner, s.; the !nwm. ta the 3 DO,UBLE PART, ! { oTataiL venkd—T UE '8
b M ust ba mnnd. . X

= " B F, - e © during China’s goldin age of fotlon, the

drnu‘tﬂh- “Phils movelcons |

< Ppug and Ming )
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